We are so thankful for all the love from
our church family during China’s recent
surgery & recovery. The cards, calls,
texts, visits, dinners and prayers
brightened every day! We thank God for
each and every one of you guys and look
forward to being back with our church family very soon!
Much love,
Ken, China & Alyssa

May Missions Involvement
This month we are supporting
Menchville House
Menchville House works to end the cycle of homelessness by
providing homeless women and their children with a safe
environment, programs and services that promote
self-sufficiency and independence. We are collecting freezer
bags—sandwich, quart, and gallon size, large plastic storage
containers for food storage,
napkins, paper plates, bowls,
cups, plastic utensils, aluminum
foil, kitchen towels, dish clothes,
and pot holders.

Giving Options!
Our online giving system is back and so much
better than ever! Visit our website to give online.
You can even give via TEXT or by scanning the QR
code in Sunday’s bulletin.
Text IVYATCC to 73256 to give to the Unified Budget using your
text messaging. Standard text messaging rates may apply. If
you have questions call the Office at 838-3107.

MINISTRY RESOURCES UNIFIED BUDGET
April 2018
Given this Month………………..………………..……………….………....$24,746.52
Total Needed this Month to Meet Budget…………………………$30,498.84

Dear Ivy Family,
We all live on a number of sliding scales.
For example, although the date of our birth
is fixed our age is always sliding. Even for
those on fixed incomes, the value of that income is sliding
according to the current market trends. We see the effects of this
when our retirement accounts experience a drastic change in one
direction or the other due to changes in the market place.
Churches also live on sliding scales. Perhaps the most significant
scale is how church members see the role of the church. On one end
of the scale is the perspective that the church exists to please the
members. This is often referred to as the “country club” model. The
focus is on the rights and privileges of membership. The club exists
to please the membership base. Terms are simple. As long as the
club members are happy, all is well. When club members are not
happy, they simply join other clubs.
On the other end of the scale is the “incarnational” or “missional”
church model. In this model, the church does not exist for the sake
of its membership but rather for the sake of God’s mission in the
world. The church is not primarily seen in terms of a particular
building designed to host a variety of church activities but as a
group of people engaged in the world for the sake of the gospel.
The terms here are also simple. A church will do whatever it takes to
make Jesus known.
We all live somewhere along this sliding scale. None of us are at
either extreme. One way for us to gain a clearer vision of where we
are is to ask ourselves honest questions like these: Am I concerned
more about what the church is doing for me or what we are doing as
a church for the community? Does the church exist to make me
happy or to make Christ known? Is this my church or God’s church?
As we slide across the scale, the position that is most comfortable to
us is the one that reveals our vision of the church.
If you are like me, this is an uncomfortable reality check. I can more
clearly see where God is working and leading in my own life. Let’s
continue to pray and encourage each other as a church family as we
seek together to be exactly where God wants us.
Blessings,
Brian

Have you ever thought why we
aren’t growing on Sunday
mornings? I do and I pray about
this – one of the things that
comes back to my heart is that
we CAN’T provide for new
young families that come to our
church right now. We can’t
provide a staffed nursery for
more kids than we currently
have, we can’t provide Children’s Church (Kids PT) for more
than 2 Sundays a month – we can’t, BUT GOD CAN – we just
need to listen to HIS calling!
I know you all must get tired of reading articles about the needs
of our kids – needs for nursery workers, needs for Kids PT
workers, needs for donations and yes the Children’s Ministry
Team is needy, needy, needy BUT…..these are our kids we are
talking about - - - Kids who need to know about Jesus and
God’s love – Kids who need to have a place to play and just be
kids so parents can worship without distraction, Kids who will
develop relationships with those who are called to love on them
and disciple them.
Kids PT Leaders needed: Kids PT meets during the last part of
the worship hour for grades Kindergarten through 5th
grade. Ideally there would be a leader for each week but right
now we only have 1 leader for 2 weeks out of the month. This
involves a short lesson and some supervised play/activity or
craft. Lessons are provided!.
Nursery workers needed: we are in need of workers for the 1st
and 2nd Sundays and a coordinator for the 2nd OR 3rd Sunday. We
also need folks to volunteer to be a substitute and called on as
needed during times of vacation or illness.
I know, without a doubt, that God has placed this burden on
hearts - I know this because God loves kids!!! Please, please
prayerfully consider if God has called YOU to be one of
those! Contact Sharon Rossman (871-0549) if God is calling
YOU!
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Going Green Team
Throughout the summer months we will be having Wednesday
night cookouts on the lawn on select weeks. Along with
cookouts we can also plan games, recreation, open gym, open
playground, outreach. If you would like to serve on a team to
plan and execute these events, please contact Brian or church
office.

- Basketball in the Activity Center

- Vacation Bible School Worker Training
- Softball—Ivy vs FLC
- Children’s Musical & Social
- Memorial Day Holiday (Office Closed)

June 25-29

Mark your June Calendar
- Vacation Bible School

Please check your Sunday bulletin and the
weekly “Ivy Vine” message for calendar updates!
Your Church Office is open Monday—Thursday
9:00am—3:30pm
757-838-3107
www.ivymemorial.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

May 5
May 15
May 20
May 28

Ivy Memorial Baptist Church
2200 Coliseum Drive
Hampton, Virginia 23666

May At-A-Glance Calendar

The Spring Sermon Series will focus
on the book of Philippians. This short
letter from Paul calls us to choose joy
in all of life’s circumstances. As
followers of Jesus, we are to be a
people filled with joy. However, joy is
a life choice that we must make. In
this series we will explore how to
choose joy amidst life’s uncertainties,
hardships, and anxieties.

Youth summer planning has begun!
If you are interested in hosting anything for
our youth this summer, please let Allison
or China know.

